
  
 

 

 

Northern Natural Gas Company 
P.O. Box 3330 

 Omaha NE  68103-0330 
402 398-7200 

    
 

 
 
 
November 7, 2025 
 
 
Via eFiling 
 
 
Ms. Debbie-Anne Reese, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20426 
 
RE: Northern Natural Gas 
  Northern Lights 2025 Expansion 
  Docket No. CP24-60-000 

Variance Request – Additional Extra Temporary Workspace – Elk River 3rd 
Branch Line Extension 

 
Dear Ms. Reese: 
 
In accordance with Condition 5 of the Order Issuing Certificate and Approving 
Abandonment issued February 19, 2025, by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC), Northern Natural Gas (Northern) hereby submits for filing in the above-referenced 
docket a request for approval to utilize an additional extra temporary workspace (ETWS) on 
the Elk River 3rd branch line extension (Elk River extension). 
 
Specifically, Northern is requesting approval to utilize a new timber mat road (ETWS29A), 
which will be accessed at mile post 2.43 from existing temporary workspace and centered 
over the horizontal directional drill (HDD) six-foot-wide travel lane for HDD P4-5. The 
proposed ETWS is more fully described in the following table. 
 

Proposed 
New ETWS 

Mile 
Post/Alignment 

Sheet 

Dimensions 
(feet) 

Additional 
Temporary 

Impact (acre) 

Affected 
Tract 

Number 
ETWS29A 2.43 – 2.46 

ERT P3-4 
150 x 16 0.06 WA-062 

 
Approval for the proposed ETWS is being requested to remediate and restore additional 
subsidence, which developed during stabilization of the bore hole for the failed HDD P4-5 on 
the Elk River extension. The ETWS will provide Northern’s contractor with safe access to 
remediate and restore the subsidence area. 



Northern Natural Gas Company 
Northern Lights 2025 Expansion 

 
 
The proposed ETWS is located within the environmentally cleared area, and no further 
agency consultation is required. Approximately 0.02 acre of ETWS29A is located within 
wetland ERT-W35, which is covered under the non-reporting requirements of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE) Utility Regional General Permit; therefore, no further 
consultation with the USACE is required. Aside from the wetland, the impacted area is 
pasture, and no other sensitive resources will be impacted. Northern received written 
landowner approval from Tract WA-62 on November 6, 2025, to use the proposed ETWS. 
 
The attached alignment sheets (public and privileged version) depict the proposed ETWS, 
which is highlighted with a Delta F4 symbol. The privileged alignment sheet provides 
confidential information regarding landowner names and has therefore been labeled 
“CUI//PRIV ---DO NOT RELEASE (PRIVILEGED).” Pursuant to 18 CFR Section 
388.112, Northern requests confidential and privileged treatment of the privileged alignment 
sheet due to the confidential nature of the contents. 
 
The person to be contacted regarding the request for privileged and confidential treatment is: 
 
  Donna Martens 
  Senior Regulatory Analyst 
  Northern Natural Gas Company 
  1111 South 103rd Street 
  Omaha, NE 68124-1000 
  Telephone: 402-398-7138 
  Email: donna.martens@nngco.com 
 
Northern respectfully requests FERC staff to issue approval as expeditiously as possible, but 
no later than November 14, 2025, for the proposed extra temporary workspace to safely 
remediate and restore the subsidence area on the Elk River extension. Any questions 
regarding this filing should be directed to the undersigned at (402) 398-7138. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
/signed/ Donna Martens 
 
Donna Martens 
Senior Regulatory Analyst 
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